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Pastor’s Corner

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
I first want to say thank you. Thank you for your very kind and gracious welcome. I have been overwhelmed by your kindness. It is a
joy to be with you. Even though we are not able to shake hands or meet in person in ways we might normally do, I have felt your love
and kindness and it is greatly appreciated. I look forward to the ways we will know each other while I am with you.
I have so many things I want to say, but I was reminded recently by a very good friend of mine not to “use up all your good ideas in
the first two weeks!” So, I will heed that very sage advice. I will say this, my greatest hope for our time together is that we continue to
become the community that Jesus calls us to be; that we live into our baptismal call, and above all, we treat each with the kindness
and respect that each person deserves. In this divided world in which we live, it is easy to cast blame, get ourselves tied in a knot over
something, or to join others that hold similar opinions and work against one another. That’s not what Jesus calls us to in the body of
Christ. Each one of us bears the image of Christ and as we encounter others, we are called through our baptism to see that image of
Christ in them and to treat that person as though they were Christ in our midst. I know that is not always easy, especially when the
other person holds a different opinion than you do or has said or done something that has hurt.
A verse from the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Philippians is fresh in my mind today as I write, “Only, live your life in a manner worthy of
the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in
one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel…” (Philippians 1:27). Friends, that is our goal: to live the
gospel of Christ, to love each other and to strive to share the love, grace, and mercy of Christ. Will you join me in the quest to reach
that goal? Again, thank you for your kindness and generosity.
Peace be with you,
Pastor Paula

Updates on Worship Below..
Increasing Worship
Attendance at Trinity
On September 26 we began offering seating for
50 people in our sanctuary at Trinity for three of
our four services (8:15am on Sunday will remain
livestream only). As with the offering of Holy
Communion, we are still working out the best
practice for traffic flow in order to ensure the
health and safety of all our members. My hope is
that we can soon begin phasing out the
reservation system. For now, we are asking that
you continue to call to reserve a space. This helps
our ushers to plan and gives the staff an
opportunity to assess the pattern. It does feel
strange to have to do this—and believe me, it
feels strange to ask you to do it! I know you must
feel as though you’ve been patient long enough,
but I am going to ask again for your continued
patience as we continue to move forward. We all
want the same thing—to be together again
worshipping our Lord, Jesus Christ in a way that
is safe and honors the Gospel in our midst.
Pastor Paula

will be offered on
Sunday, October 11
at 1:00pm
See insert for more information

Holy Communion at Trinity
As you may have been hearing, on September 26 we
will offer Holy Communion at worship. I am thankful
for the many people who have collaborated to make
this possible and to do it safely. The key to being able
to continue to offer Communion is the cooperation
and help of the congregation. It will be different than
you might be accustom to—and that’s okay. Your
health and the health of the staff is what is of utmost
importance to me.
We have developed a procedure to receive Holy Communion. We will commune
the pulpit side first and then the choir side. You will be dismissed from your pew
by an usher. We will ask you to come forward by the center aisle—keeping
distance between family groups. Approach the pastor with outstretched, cupped
hands so that a wafer may be gently dropped into your hands. The pastor will be
masked and gloved. After you receive the wafer, please step to the side,
temporarily remove your mask and consume the wafer. Return to your seat by
the side aisle.
For the time being, we will offer Holy Communion “in one kind” which means you
will receive only the wafer. Rest assured, you are not being cheated or receiving
only “half Jesus” with this procedure. Jesus is fully present in, with, under, and
through each element. My hope is that we can master this procedure quickly
along with the traffic flow in the sanctuary and be able to add wine to our practice.
I know you are hungry. I am, too. Your safety and the safety of the staff is one of
my greatest concerns. I would ask for your patience as we continue to figure out
best practices for moving forward. You may be asked to do some things
differently than you are accustom to; you may be asked to embrace a practice
that feels awkward at first. We are in this together. Chances are, we are feeling
the same things.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation and patience.
Pastor Paula

Club FRED
(Food, Recreation, Education, Discussion)
After School Program
Because of your extreme generosity, Club FRED has been able to provide $20.00 grocery gift cards for 14 families
(74 people) each week beginning in March through August 10th. THANK YOU!!!!
We will not be able to host Club FRED this fall as we have in the past. We are not able to safely follow the CDC
guidelines for social distancing, our volunteer base is very limited, and transportation will be difficult to attain. We are
not permitted to serve meals family style at the present time.
However, we would still like to continue to support these families during this difficult time. The steering group for Club FRED has
decided to provide a bag of school supplies for the students that include individual activities for recess time, as the children will not be
able to play as they had in the past. We would also like to continue to provide a hot meal each Thursday for the families as a take out
or delivery meal. We will need your help to accomplish this, either as a volunteer cook, with a financial donation, or to help safely
distribute or deliver meals. If you are interested in helping to cook or distribute, please contact Kathy Ferlin at 724-875-8301.
Thank Offering Challenge
The Sunday School children have been given boxes
to decorate that remind them to continue to give their
offering even though we are not formally collecting
offering during our modified Sunday School time. This year,
there’s a twist. We are asking them to name something they
are thankful for each time they make a deposit. Pastor Paula
has taken a box, decorated it, and will match dollar-for-dollar
the children’s offering up to $200. If you know a Sunday
School participant, encourage them to take the challenge—
but more importantly, support them in the practice of
thankfulness and generosity.

Exciting News!
In-person Sunday School for Nursery through Grade 6 will be starting
on Sunday, September 27. Teachers and support staff will strive to
follow current guidelines for social distancing, wearing masks, and
encouraging good hygiene. Children will enter through the glass doors
by the sacristy and use the steps on that same side of the building to
get to the Weis Room for an opening at 9:30am before going to
classrooms. Following Sunday School, children will be asked to use
the same stairwell and doors to leave as when they entered. If there
are families who do not yet feel comfortable with in-person Sunday
School, there is a digital option. Thank you for your continued support
and patience as we move forward.

Catechism Classes Are Back! (Well, almost.)
First & Second Year Catechism Classes will resume November 1, 2020. As of this mailing, details are still in the planning stages,
including the decision for meeting in-person or via Zoom. For the prospective new First Year students and parents, please contact
the church office at 724-537-4450 to enroll in the program. Providing an email address will be greatly appreciated.
Both First and Second Year students will receive a follow-up letter with more details. BE SURE TO WATCH YOUR MAIL!
Any questions? Please call the church office or email office@trinitylatrobe.com.

Writing the Next Chapter….
Greetings Trinity Family! We would like to take a few minutes and update you on some exciting ministries and plans for our future as,
together, we work to write the next chapter for Trinity Lutheran Church.
In these unique Covid-19 days, we confidently move forward believing and trusting in God’s words from Jeremiah: ‘For I know the
plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’
A number of years ago, the Church Council recommended to the Congregation, who approved, these four areas of focus that were
designed to drive and direct our work together. They include Hospitality, Spiritual Life- Growing Deep and Wide, Communication in terms of outreach and marketing, and Leadership- raising up, nurturing and mentoring leaders among us. We are called
to be a community of believers doing God’s work within and beyond our church walls. The current pandemic has afforded us both
a challenge and an opportunity in our call. We would like to share with you how Trinity has seized the opportunity born out
of this pandemic challenge.
This has truly been a time of change in the history of Trinity. With the retirement of Pastor Schock following many years of faithful
service and with the advent of the pandemic, Trinity has a vision and is on the precipice of exciting growth. Driven by the Four Focus
areas and guided by the Holy Spirit, we are excited to share the following good news. Pastor Paula Schmitt joined our
ministry team as interim pastor beginning on September 14. We welcome her expertise and enthusiasm for ministry. Pastor Paula
fills the role of the senior pastor and will help us transition and move into the call process.
We are also pleased to share a day of planning and discussion on Saturday, October 10th with Pastor Dave Daubert, a Lutheran
pastor and consultant who helps congregations reframe, refocus and mobilize their ministry to better do what God is calling them to do,
and in ways that gather and use resources for mission in effective and faithful ways. This Zoom event will allow us opportunity, with
Pastor Daubert’s lively engagement, to complete some strategic planning, look at ourselves through a missional stewardship lens, and
explore the most effective use of our facilities. Sounds like a lot? That is why Pastor Daubert will be walking us through the process
over a six-month time period. Every voice will be valued as we learn and discuss through virtual breakout rooms. We would ask that
you prayerfully consider saving the date for this important event. This is an opportunity for everyone to have input in Writing
the Next Chapter of Trinity’s future as a growing and missional church in our community.
Please contact the church office to register for this event. You are welcome to participate from the comfort of your own
home, or in small group locations at the church. We will have a morning session from 9-11:30 followed by an afternoon
session from 1-3:15. Technical support and training on using the Zoom platform will be available.
Your consideration of participation in this important task is appreciated!
Meet and Greet Pastor Paula! Get a chance to meet our new interim pastor on Sunday, October 4 following the 10:45am
service until 2:00pm. We will meet in the Reinergarten. There won’t be refreshments, but please come for socially distanced
fellowship to welcome Pastor Paula to Trinity and Latrobe. Masks are requested.

The church’s newly formed Multimedia Committee is
in desperate need of members to assist with the livestreaming
of the 8:15am church service on Sundays! With enough
volunteers, we would only need your assistance just a
few times a year! Training is provided!
With the recent pandemic the church has been pushed into
a new era of online media and the Multimedia Committee
was created to answer this new call of ministry at Trinity.
Please contact the church office at 724-537-4450 or by e-mail
at office@trinitylatrobe.com if you are interested in
additional information.
All Saints’ Weekend
October 31, 2020 & November 1, 2020
On this weekend we remember all the saints
of the church, including those who have died in
the faith since last All Saints Sunday and now
serve God around the heavenly throne. If you
would like to include the name of a loved one
who was not a member of Trinity, please fill out
the form below and return it to the church office
or call the office at 724-537-4450.
All Saints Day —2020
Please include name of:
______________________________________________
Date deceased:_________________________________
Relationship:___________________________________
My name is:____________________________________
Due in the church office by Monday, October 26, 2020.

Would you like to send a letter to one
of our deployed members?
Staff Sergeant Michael Wirick recently celebrated his 42nd
birthday on September 16, 2020. Michael is currently in the Army
and stationed in Kuwait. He would live to receive birthday cards,
letters, and any kind of correspondence you would like to send
to him. All correspondence can be sent to:
SSG Michael Wirick
CoB 2-104th
GSAB 128th E CAB
APO AE 09330
Are you or someone you know in the military and would like to receive
letters from your Trinity family? Please call the office at 724-537-4450 to
have information listed in the next Triangle/Trinity News!

Thanks be to God? In the midst of a worldwide pandemic with millions unemployed or concerned about their next meal?
With disbelief in our health and science leaders? While our country struggles with its racial and economic disparities?
Yes, Thanks be to God! Thanks for the technology that allows us to stay in touch at a distance and worship from the safety
of our homes. Thanks for members who are delivering meals, providing transportation, and reaching out to the shut-ins and lonely.
Thanks to all of Trinity’s staff members for their commitment to the ministries of Trinity, and to Pastor Paula Schmitt for accepting the
call to be Interim Pastor at Trinity and lead us through this time of transition. Thanks for countless acts of kindness and generosity.
Thanks for the generous giving by our members! The faithful Stewardship of our Time, Talents, and Treasure through these
times has been a blessing to many people in countless ways. Thanks be to God!
God's message to us is clear. Even in our current situation, we are to give thanks to God. "...give thanks in all circumstances; for this
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you." 1 Thess. 5:18. We also are to remember Jesus' promise to "...remember, I am with you
always, to the end of the age." Matthew 28:20. Empowered by this message, let us go forward in faith to continue our ministries!
Trinity’s ministries are only possible because we give of our Time, our Talents, and our Treasure. We ask you to prayerfully consider
your commitment to the mission and ministries of Trinity in 2021.
Many may not know or may have forgotten that our website has a link to a secure online giving page provided by Vanco Services,
LLC. This method of giving allows a convenient, secure way to make donations or to pay for activities without carrying cash or writing
checks. The page allows you to use your credit or debit card or to make an electronic fund transfer from a checking or savings
accounts for various needs within the church including contributing to Unified Offering, Offering may be designated as one-time,
weekly, or monthly. Getting started is easy - just follow the link from Trinity’s web page (click on “Donate” in the top right corner) to
the secure donation page and follow the prompts. If you need any help, please reach out to the church office or a stewardship
committee member.
Please note: As with any credit or debit card transaction, processing fees will be incurred by the church. You can choose,
by checking the appropriate box on the contribution page, to help offset those fees. If you are paying for an activity or
event, we request that you check this box, since the processing fees are not included in the cost of the activity. We also
encourage you to check this box if making a contribution.
The Simply Giving program is also another avenue for online giving, which many members currently use to make recurring transfers
from checking or savings accounts. This is a program provided through Thrivent Financial. Please contact the church office or a
member of the stewardship committee regarding this program.
Thank you,
The Stewardship Committee

Trinity Evangelical
Lutheran Church
331 Weldon Street
Latrobe, PA 15650
Phone: (724) 537-4450
Fax: (724) 537-2011
Email: office@trinitylatrobe.com
www.trinitylatrobe.com

Non-profit
Organization
U.S. Postage
Paid
Latrobe, PA
Permit #73

with Pastor Dave Daubert

Saturday October 10, 2020

If you have registered for this event, you will receive an email before the event. It will contain
 log-in instructions for those participating from home, including a Zoom “Practice Session”
 attendance instructions for those participating at the church
Thank you for registering to participate. We are eagerly awaiting your insights as
Trinity moves forward serving Christ in our community.
We will be continuing our morning devotions Monday through Saturday at 9:00am
on Facebook. Stop by our Facebook page and check out Trinity’s social media activity!
www.facebook.com/trinitylatrobe
In addition to the daily morning devotions we also post weekly children’s messages,
an evening story time every Sunday night and livestream our 8:15am service
on Sunday mornings. Stop by for some virtual fellowship!

Synod Assembly
Saturday, November 14, 2020
The Synod Assembly this year will be held via Zoom.
Voting members of Trinity’s congregation are needed to attend.
Please call the church office at 724-537-4450 or e-mail
office@trinitylatrobe.com if you are interested in attending.
More details will follow as the Synod releases them.

Pet Blessing
Sunday, October 4, 2020—2:00pm
Reinergarten at Trinity
All pets are welcome. Please be sure
your pet is on a leash or contained.
Masks are requested and social
distancing is to be observed.
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Saturday, October 17 we will be hiking the wooded lands of
Sequanota with Rev. Nathan Pile, Executive Director of
Sequanota, as our guide. We will meet at 10:15am in front of
the Sequanota Retreat Center.
The physical address is 368 Sequanota Road Boswell, PA 15531
if you will be using GPS while driving to this location.
We will hike from 10:30am until about 12noon at which time
we will share in a proper socially distanced and
appropriately prepared lunch. Lunch is $10 per person.
Proper shoes and dress
recommended.
Please bring water.
We will hike rain or shine.
For more information e-mail
christineweller@trinitylatrobe.com
or call the church office
at 724-537-4450.
RSVP by Friday, October 9, 2020.

We talk many times about exercising to keep
our bodies strong, to keep our blood flowing, to
maintain our physical abilities. It is often said, if you
don’t use it you will lose it. The same can be said for
exercising our mind. Our mind is a powerful tool.
One way to exercise our minds is to read. Reading
uplifting and positive things can help maintain mental
health. Reading your Bible adds the spiritual
component as well.
The local library has resources available.
Did you know there is also a library at the church?
It is free and for everyone.
If you are not a fan of reading why not try a few
other activities to exercise your mind. Below is a
list of some options that help with mind exercising.
Some actually encompass both mental and physical
health.

Seeking Caregivers for
the Christian Caregiving Ministry
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have
loved you, so you must love one another. By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples,
if you love one another.”
John 13:34-35



Take a dance class.



Start a new hobby such as crocheting.

Do you have the gift of being caring and compassionate to those
in need? Do you enjoy reaching out to others with a phone call,
by sending a card or by…some day…visiting? If you do, then
Christian Caregiving is a ministry in which you can use your gifts. 
We will be starting an educational training and support for all
those interested in participating. We will meet every Sunday from 
3:00pm to 3:45pm, either in person or via Zoom. (We no longer
plan to meet at the Sunday school hour as originally planned.)
If you cannot be present at this time and would still like to be a
part of this ministry, let us know. Your gifts are greatly needed.

Fellowship and discussions to assist in this ministry will
be available September 27 through November 15th,

3:00pm to 3:45pm. For more information e-mail
christineweller@trinitylatrobe.com
or call the church office at 724-537-4450.

Did you know the church has a crochet group?
Purls or Prayer is accepting members always.

Join a Bible study

Yes, there is one which meets at the church.

Play a board game.

If you have no one to play with, call the church.
There are plenty of seniors who would love your
visit and who would enjoy the challenge of
playing a game.

Complete a daily crossword puzzle.
Help a child with homework.

If you are gifted in this area there are many
children with working parents who could use
your help during this hybrid school time.

God’s Work, Our Hands...
Just like the hands on my office door, we have sent hands
home to our homebound members. On those hands we
asked them to write two things…

Healthy Marriage

1. Something they have done to spread God’s love...
2. Something they may have a need for...

Last month I asked for you input and secrets on
longevity of marriage.
The general consensus is to…

In receiving those hands, it was revealed that this group
continues to help others, even though they are the ones who
we desire to help. It was also revealed that there continues to
be a strong desire to have visitors and phone calls from those
in the church. The desire to stay connected was communicated.
Please consider this as we move forward with our Christian
Caregiving ministry. Let us continue to work together to be
the church to our community, regardless of where your
hands may reside.

...simple and to the point. If you are
in a health relationship, simply enjoy this gift each
day. Remember that it takes dedication and prayer!

“Therefore, whether you eat or drink,
or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”
1 Corinthians 10:31
We hope you are enjoying the meals offered. Thank you to all who continue to volunteer to make this
ministry a success. We will continue to serve others as we offer a meal once again on Thursday, October 15.
Thinking ahead for our Thanksgiving meal. Please contact Mary Ann Coulston
if you are interested in helping with this continued meal ministry.

Medication Costs
Medication costs are rising and many are struggling with the costs of keeping up
with their necessary medication refills. Did you know there is help available?
It is important to take your medications as ordered.
It can potentially be dangerous to stop taking your medication
without a doctor’s supervision.
The following are some things you can do if you have questions or
concerns with medication costs and usage:




Talk to your physician and or the nurse at the doctor’s office concerning your
needs and or questions about filling medications and costs.

There are social workers available at the hospital prior to your discharge or in general.
Most medication manufacturers have discounts available with information regarding
help with costs on their website.



Talk to the pharmacist where your meds are filled.

Call me. (Christine Weller—724-537-4450) We can brainstorm together.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Not ready to come back in person yet?
Check out our online worship on Facebook:
Every Sunday
8:15am—Worship Service
9:30am—Adult Sunday School
10:00am—Children’s Message
7:30pm—Trinity Evening Story Time
Every Monday thru Saturday
9:00am—Morning Devotions
8:15am Worship Service is live on Facebook and radio broadcasted on WCNS 1480 AM
4
5
8:15—Worship Service
(Livestream Only) 8:30—Head Start
9:30—Sunday School
9:30—Confirmation Class
10:45—Holy Communion
12:00—Meet & Greet
with Pastor Paula

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

8:30—Head Start
10:00—Ministerium

8:30—Head Start

9:30—Fellowship

3:00—Purls of Prayer
6:30—Holy Communion
7:00—AA Meeting
5:30—Holy Communion

6

7

8

9

10

8:30—Head Start
10:00—Bible Basics
11:00—Pericope

8:30—Head Start

8:30—Head Start

8:30—Head Start

9:15—Pr. Dave Daubert

12:00—AA Meeting
3:00—Purls of Prayer
6:30—Holy Communion
7:00—AA Meeting

3:00—Christian Caregiving
Training

5:30—Holy Communion

11
12
8:15—Worship Service
(Livestream Only) 8:30—Head Start
9:30—Sunday School
9:30—Confirmation Class
10:45—Holy Communion
1:00—Drive-thru Communion
6:30—Evangelism
6:30—Executive Committee
3:00—Christian Caregiving 6:30—Christian Ed.
Training

13

14

15

16

17

8:30—Head Start
10:00—Bible Basics
11:00—Pericope

8:30—Head Start

8:30—Head Start

8:30—Head Start

10:15—Hike at Camp
Sequanota

18
19
8:15—Worship Service
(Livestream Only) 8:30—Head Start
9:30—Sunday School
9:30—Confirmation Class
10:45—Holy Communion

20

21

22

23

8:30—Head Start
10:00—Bible Basics
11:00—Pericope

8:30—Head Start

8:30—Head Start

8:30—Head Start

3:00—Christian Caregiving
Training
25

5:30—TLC House Meeting

REFORMATION
26
SUNDAY
8:15—Worship Service
8:30—Head Start
(Livestream Only)
9:30—Sunday School
9:30—Confirmation Class
10:45—Holy Communion 7:00—Worship & Music
3:00—Christian Caregiving
Training

12:00—AA Meeting

6:30—Finance

3:00—Purls of Prayer
6:30—Holy Communion
7:00—AA Meeting

5:30—Holy Communion

12:00—AA Meeting
5:30—Holy Communion

Triangle Deadline

3:00—Purls of Prayer
6:30—Holy Communion
7:00—AA Meeting

27

28

29

30

8:30—Head Start
10:00—Bible Basics
11:00—Pericope

8:30—Head Start

8:30—Head Start

8:30—Head Start

12:00—AA Meeting

3:00—Purls of Prayer
6:30—Holy Communion
7:00—AA Meeting

6:30—Council Meeting

6:00—Health & Wellness
6:30—Stewardship

24

31

5:30—Holy Communion
Triangle Mailing

The Church Office has returned to
normal hours of operation
8:00am—4:00pm
Monday thru Friday
Give us a call, we would love to hear from you!
724-537-4450
office@trinitylatrobe.com

Sunday, October 11, 2020
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm

Trinity Lutheran Church
331 Weldon Street, Latrobe, PA 15650

As we begin to offer Holy Communion at our in-person worship services, we recognize there are some
who are unable to worship with us in the building. This unique opportunity is for those who wish to receive
the Sacrament, but are unable for whatever reason to attend worship in the building.
Attendees are strongly encouraged to wear a mask while they receive the Sacrament from the pastor.
Enter the by way of the alley at the carport entrance by the Reinergarten. The first station will have a receptacle
for your offering or other information that you may need to deliver to the church. Slowly proceed to the carport
where the pastor will commune you. Exit onto Weldon Street.
At this first opportunity, we will receive Holy Communion in “one kind” with wafers. A gluten free option
will be available. Rest assured that our Lord Jesus is in, with, under and through each element of the Sacrament.
When we begin offering both elements at in-person worship, we will do the same with the drive-through opportunity.
We hope this will be a meaningful way for you to participate in the community of faith that has been
so important to you. If you have questions or concerns, please be in contact with the church office or Pastor Paula.

Is your committee or group looking to use a room here at Trinity?

Starting October 1st we are requiring all committees, groups, and any individuals that would like to utilize one of the
spaces at Trinity to fill out the below form. This form helps us track those who are present in the building and helps with
the communication of events and meetings with our staff. Please be aware that all facility requests can be denied at any
time by our Council or Executive Committee if those attending are unable to follow government and state guidelines
during the ongoing Pandemic.
Please be aware that we are requiring all individuals in the building to wear masks and social distance.
Please contact the Church office with any questions at 724-537-4450.
Attention Committees! We require that all committees fill this form out for any future meetings. If it will be a
reoccurring meeting, please make the staff aware or notate this on your form so that you do not have to fill out a form
each month.
Facility Use Request
Name ___________________________________ Phone____________________
Committee/Organization ______________________________________________
Date of Use ___________________________ Times _______________________
Room Requested ____________________________________________________
Type of Event _______________________________________________________
Number of People Anticipated _________
Max Number of People Allowed In Each Room with Social Distancing
(These numbers are subject to change in compliance with state guidelines)
Fellowship Hall—25 People
Room 102—6 People*
The Lounge—6 People*
Weis Room—14 People*
*Count includes with table and chairs

Office Use Only
Attendant Serving:_____________________________________

Notes:_____________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature _________________________________ Date _______________

