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I blinked and it was February!
This month we celebrate Valentine’s Day. Did you know
the day honors Saint Valentine? Saint Valentine was a
clergyman – either a priest or a bishop – in the Roman
Empire who ministered to persecuted Christians. He
was martyred and his body buried at a Christian
cemetery on the Via Flaminia close to the Ponte Milvio
to the north of Rome, on February 14, which has been
observed as the Feast of Saint Valentine (Saint
Valentine's Day) since 496 AD. The day has been
associated with a tradition of courtly love-- a medieval
European literary conception of love that emphasized
nobility and chivalry. Medieval literature is filled with
examples of knights setting out on adventures and
performing various deeds or services for ladies
because of their "courtly love".
This year Valentine’s Day falls on a Sunday. If you think
about it, we celebrate Valentine’s Day—or at least what
it stands for—every time we gather together as God’s
people. Every week we remember God’s everlasting
and unconditional love for us as we hear it in the Gospel
and celebrate it in Holy Communion. This month, I invite
you to celebrate that; celebrate the love God has for you
by giving thanks in daily prayer for the gift of God’s
love and faithfulness to you. You are loved more
than you imagine.
Peace be with you.
Pastor Paula
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Shrove Tuesday Pancake and Sausage
Takeout Dinner!
Tuesday, February 16
Take out from 5:00—6:30pm
Call the church office by February 9 at 724-537-4450
or email office@trinitylatrobe.com to place your order.
Pick up will be on Weldon Street by the Fellowship Hall ramp.
Donations accepted. The meal is free, given
generously by Lil and David Ghrist through
Thrivent Action Teams.

Dear Ones,

Worship Update

On Tuesday, January 19 the Congregation Council met for its
regular meeting. Among the items discussed was a
recommendation from the Return to Worship Committee to
return to in-person worship in early February. The Council
defeated the motion and has opted to remain worshipping
digitally for the near future. The Return to Worship Committee
will meet again in a week to continue the discussion about
when and how to safely return to in-person worship.
While this decision may be disappointing, it is the right
decision right now as we continue to learn more about vaccine
distribution and the new strain of the virus. It is difficult to
make decisions about an uncertain and even unknown future.
I am thankful for the prayerful deliberation of our Council and
for their care for the health and well-being of the congregation
and staff.

When asked if I want to return to in-person worship,
I have said with bold confidence, “YES” because I do want us
to be able to worship together in community. However, I must
put aside my own wants and desires for the good of the
Due to the uncertainty of these challenging times,
community; and what’s best for all of us right now is to remain
we will not have an in-person Ash
vigilant with our efforts to mitigate the virus by wearing masks,
Wednesday service. A service will be staying home as much as possible, and avoiding gathering
broadcast on our Facebook page and with even small groups of other people. The staff and others
YouTube Channel twice that day at
are working hard to continue to provide ways for us to connect
8:00 am and 6:00 pm. We will offer two with each other even though we need to be apart for the time
opportunities to receive ashes
being.
during drive-through Communion on
Wednesday, February 17 at
I give thanks to God for you every day. Your support and
Noon-1:00 pm and 7:00-8:00 pm. Enter the carport
prayers have been an invaluable piece of the work we do
drive from the alley and exit onto Weldon Street.
together in the ministry we share at Trinity. Keep doing that!
More Lenten Worship Opportunities are
listed inside of this Triangle...

With you in Christ,
Pastor Paula

Come get some fresh air and enjoy a socially-distanced outside activity! We will meet at the red barn at the
Winnie Palmer Nature Reserve at 10:00 pm on Saturday, February 6. We will enjoy a brisk walk on the trails.
Afterward, we will drive over to Brookdale Senior Living to spread some cheer to the residents there
through the windows! Light refreshments will be served.
Please call the church office at 724-537-4450 to let us know how many will be attending by Thursday, February 4.
All are invited!

This year WELCA is collecting baby items for “Blessed Bundles”
by providing SWPA families with the following items:
 Disposable Diapers (Size Preemie through 7)
 Wipes—Scented, Unscented and Hypoallergenic
 Baby Toiletries (Baby Wash, Baby Shampoo, Baby Lotion,
Diaper Cream, Baby/Toddler Toothbrushes)
 Gently Used Baby Equipment (Infant Swings, Pack & Play, etc.)
 Gently Used Toys, Activity Centers, Play Mats, Books, etc.
 New Bottles, Sippy Cups, Straw Cups
 Gently Used/New Bibs, Baby and Toddler Utensils
 Target Gift Cards (This is where most of our diapers are bought)

Please call the church office at 724-537-4450 to schedule a time
to drop off items. Please contact Linda Reed directly with any
specific questions at 724-433-2034.
If you would like to make a monetary donation, please make your
check payable to ‘SWPA Women of the ELCA’ with a designation
of ‘Blessed Bundles’ and return to the Church Office.
“Then he took a little child and put it among them;
and taking it in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever
welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me,
and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me
but the one who sent me.”
Mark 9:36-37

2021 Virtual Quake
Drop off your cans in the pickle bin by the dumpster in
the alley. All money collected goes to Trinity’s youth.
Please be aware that we do not collect steel cans.
The most common beverage that is sold in a steel can
is coconut water. Please check the bottom of your can
if you are unsure if it is steel or aluminum. Steel
cans are recyclable and can be placed with the rest
of your household recycling.

Ink Cartridges and Cell Phones
Trinity is still collecting empty ink cartridges and old cell phones.
Your donations benefit World Hunger and the environment. Drop them
off at church or call the church office at 724-537-4450. Thank you!
ELCA World Hunger
Offerings collected each week go a long way to
bring hope to many in need. Thank you!
ELCA World Hunger Offerings YTD: $221.75

We will have drive-thru communion every Sunday
in February from 10:00 am—11:00 am.
Please note that this is subject to change and updates
can be found on www.trinitylatrobe.com
and on Trinity’s Facebook page.

Youth are invited to participate in a virtual
Quake on Saturday, February 27, 2021,
with a special kick-off on Friday night,
February 26. This interactive, high energy
event will include workshops, an escape
room, yoga, improv games, and contests,
along with comedian, Terrence Talley, and
the band, Bread of Stone.
Contact the church office at
724-537-4450 or office@trinitylatrobe.com
for more information and registration.

“In sure and certain hope
of the resurrection”
The death of any loved one is a difficult time in all our
lives and we long to be in community, to give thanks for
that person, hear the proclamation of God’s
victory over death in Jesus Christ, and to
commend our loved one to the love and
mercy of God. We remember the following
people and their families in our prayers.
+Loretta M. Walter
+Paul A. Berenbrok

1/11/2021
1/13/2021

Do you remember these windows from the stairwell
the in the Parish House? They were made in 1929
and we still have the original invoices in Trinity’s
archives. After these windows were removed from
the stairwell, Ted Massa took on the task of cleaning
them and restoring them. Eventually, a few of these
windows will be mounted in wooden frames and backlit
with LED lighting and hung in the Lounge and main
Church Office hallway.
Here are some fun facts from Ted about this project:
 The windows were removed from the Parish House
north stairwell. They were made in 1929 - we still
have the original invoices.
 There are 9 windows, three each of three different
sizes.
 All windows have been removed from the aluminum
*These pictures can be viewed in color by viewing the Triangle on
window frames and rubber gaskets have been
Trinity’s website at www.trinitylatrobe.com. These can also be found
removed from the glass surfaces (Pictured in
on our Facebook page.
the bottom left photo).
 Four windows have been cleaned. This takes 15-25 hours per window. The windows have about 140 glass pieces
(small windows), 210 pieces (medium), 300 pieces (large). Each glass piece must be cleaned individually using
small tools and brushes.
 Three windows are at a stained glass studio for stabilization and repair of the lead frames; additional windows
will follow.
 The windows will be mounted in wooden frames and backlit with LED lighting. We hope to mount three windows
in the lounge and three in the main hallway. No plans have been made for the remaining three windows.
 The project has been ongoing for over a year and is expected to require at least another year to completion.
 Funding designated for the project costs has been contributed. The money is not coming out of the Church budget.

Midweek Lent Worship

If you have been following our Morning Devotions, you know we have been praying the Catechism.
For our Midweek Lent Worship, we will continue that theme using ‘With Awe And Love: A Midweek Service Based
on the Small Catechism’. Each week we will explore a different section of the Catechism. These brief services with Holy
Communion will air on our Facebook page Wednesday mornings at 8:00 am and Drive-Thru Communion will be offered
from 9:30 am -10:30 am each Wednesday morning. We hope you will join us in this devotional practice during Lent.

Morning Devotions for Lent

Morning Devotions will continue to air on Facebook throughout Lent at 9:00 am each weekday.
Thank you for your support of these daily devotions and for joining with us in prayer.

Lent Cross Project

We were thrilled with your response to the Christmas Ornament project and loved seeing your creativity through Advent.
We’d like to do it again for Lent and Easter. You can pick up a bag with a cross ‘ornament’ inside and items you can use
to decorate the cross. When finished, you may hang it on the line around the gazebo in the Reinergarten. We look
forward to seeing your crosses as a witness to the community. Bags will be available for pick up beginning on
Ash Wednesday.

Outdoor Prayer Station

During the weeks of Lent, a prayer station will be set up in the gazebo in the Reinergarten. This is an intentional spot set
aside for prayer during the season of Lent. The season invites us into prayer and introspection as we examine lives in
light of the cross and Jesus’ sacrifice for us. When you visit the prayer station, if there is someone already there, be
respectful of their space and enter quietly so as not to disturb them. You may take a provided prayer sheet or just sit and
contemplate the art. We will take prayer requests as well. There will be pencils and cards to deposit in a secure box
that will be checked daily.
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Help us be good stewards of the earth—Go paperless
View the Triangle online at www.trinitylatrobe.com
Call the Church office to let us you would like to receive your Triangle by e-mail!

We are now on Instagram!
(Scan the QR code below)

Every Sunday at 8:15 am
at www.facebook.com/trinitylatrobe

We invite you to make a memorial contribution toward the purchase
of flowers and plants for the Reinergarten and courtyard beds.
Name: __________________________________________________________
Amount: ________________________________________________________
In Memory Of: ___________________________________________________
In Honor Of: ____________________________________________________
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I hope that you are all continuing to get outside and take your walks. We are going to brave this cold
winter month and participate in a hike on February 6 with the Christian Education Committee. I don’t know if
Ted will be walking that day, but we will be walking.
We will be walking with the youth who will be having fun with a scavenger hunt. Meet us at 10:00 am at
Winnie Palmer Nature Reserve in Latrobe. If it is cold, bundle up, we will walk. If there is ice and it seems
to be unsafe, we will NOT walk and will reschedule.
Please call the Church office at 724-537-4450 if you are planning to participate.
More information is located on the second page of this Trinity Triangle.
We are looking forward to seeing you there!

April will be here before you know it. If you need tax help and are of retirement age, there is an AARP
program available by calling Westmoreland County Community College at 724-925-4000. You can call this number
and speak with the receptionist who will inform you of the places available. The early bird gets the worm. Call as
soon as you have your tax information gathered to reserve your time.

Cheryl Morgan RN, BSN is suggesting that as we show love to others, we should also show love to ourselves.
If you haven’t already done so, now is the time to be proactive with preventative care. Women should have annual
mammograms and men should have annual prostate checks.
Why should I take the time to have this testing done? It is important to have preventative testing so that in the event your
body is showing something abnormal, you can catch it early and take care of the situation
before it becomes more involved or life threatening.
Cheryl recently went to have a mammogram herself. She is diligent with this testing
because of the high incidence of breast cancer in her family. “I would want to know early if
there is something there.” Cheryl stated. “You really need to take care of yourself so you
can take care of others.” Cheryl continued. She has spent a lifetime dedicated to nursing
and the care of her patients and her loved ones. It is what she enjoys and what she hopes
to continue to do for many years to come. At the age of 67 she has more love to give and it
is because of that love that she chooses to take care of herself by keeping her annual
doctor’s appointment and having her annual testing.

(This testing is usually covered by your insurance. It is still a good idea to call your insurance company before scheduling testing to make yourself
aware the cost, if any. If your insurance does not cover this testing there are many ways the imaging services can help. Speak with the billing
department at the hospital, or check with one of the social workers at the hospital, to find out about payment option.)

What affects your kids’ attitudes about life and money? You might be surprised.
Please join us – and bring your kids – in learning how to talk to your children ages 6 to 10 about influences, choices and
responsible money habits. You’ll also reflect on the values you want your kids to learn and get practical tools to teach
them how to share, save and spend. No products will be sold. Registration is free.
Please register at the link below by Thursday, February 4.
You will receive a goodie bag with workshop packets and treats. Goodie bags can be picked up at the Church office.
All attendees will receive a discount code to order a free piggy bank (up to 3 per family).
Topic: Parents, Kids and Money Matters (Presented by Thrivent)
When: Feb 9, 2021 at 7:00 pm Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Location: via Zoom
Register in advance for this meeting: https://bit.ly/3ogM9Es
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.

How can you show love to others on a routine basis in our community?
Many of you know the answer to this question. Many of you are already doing this in many ways.
Last month I talked about three angels who help those in their immediate circle with routine acts of kindness.
If you are interested in getting involved in this call to help others, let us know.
We have a list of homebound members who would love to become a part of your loving circle of caring.
They are waiting to be a part of your random acts of kindness.
If you have the following qualifications, your gifts are needed:
Writing letters or cards...
Talking on the phone...
Caring for others...
Having compassion for others...
Desiring to live out your faith by loving your neighbor as yourself...
Caring for those in need...
This is all it takes. I know you have these qualifications. Let’s get to work!
Call Trinity at 724-537-4450 and ask for Christine Weller to find out more!

